
Introduction to Dreamweaver - Look at the Interface

Welcome to Dreamweaver, this is the screen you will encounter when you first open
the program. You will soon come to know where all the tools are as you follow
the tutorials, and that the Macromedia series has a similar look and feel.  Firstly 
 I want to show you round the interface to familiarise you with the layout.
Although this is not ideal, see the tutorial on Defining a Website, I am going to 
create a new page to show you round. Go to File > New and this brings up the 
New Document window.

During the following tutorials I do not spend much time explaining this window, only
that you will always create a Basic page at this stage. In the General tab we have a number
of options in the Category window.  Basic Page should be selected by default which in turn 
displays the Basic page options. For all the tutorials we will use the HTML basic page as this is
the most commonly used web page type and the one used the most in the industry. Other
options here relate to more advanced and intermediate work relating to programming in its
various guises.



Just for your information, and as you start to become more confident with Dreamweaver,
in the Dynamic page Category you will see a number of other pages you can create. These
are more advanced again and relate to database connection, password protection and form
handling. These will be covered in future training but for the time being go back to the Basic
page Category and select the HTML option, then click create to start your first web page.

Now lets have a look round. This is the standard layout of Dreamweaver and you should attempt to get yours 
looking as much like this as possible, certainly for these tutorials, but also for smooth use in the future. Once 
you have set up the Interface it will return to this every time you open it. There are 4 main areas to comment 
on here. The Common menu and Main menu at the top of the screen, I will come back to this in the next 
pages. The document window, the Properties bar and the File menu to the right of the screen. This is 
everything you need.
The Properties bar allows you to customise and design the elements you will place on the page in the 
subsequent tutorials. You will notice it changes depending on what you are doing. This is great for ease of 
use as everything is on screen in one area. The Files menu becomes more important as you travel through 
the tutorials, used for adding images, creating links and uploading your finished pages to the Internet.
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